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Abstract

This study examines the principle of complementarity between national criminal jurisdiction
and international criminal jurisdiction as a cornerstone of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court. It analyzes the origins, mechanisms, and legal foundations of
this principle, as well as its forms and types. The research highlights its reflection in
international conventions and its relationship with national judicial authority and state
sovereignty, focusing on the guarantees of its application within domestic legislation and the
challenges that limit its effectiveness. Furthermore, it addresses the issue of jurisdictional
conflicts between the International Criminal Court and national courts, both in States Parties
and non-States Parties to the Rome Statute. The study concludes that the success of
complementarity depends on the seriousness of states in exercising their judicial authority
and harmonizing their legislation with the Rome Statute, thereby ensuring international

criminal justice without undermining national sovereignty.

Keywords: Complementarity Principle, National Criminal Jurisdiction, International Criminal

Jurisdiction
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